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Columbia City Arts Commission Meeting Minutes
May 6, 2025

Call to order

Commission Chair Romano called to order the regular meeting of the Columbia City Arts
Commission (CCAC) at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 6, 2025, in the Common Council Chambers
of Columbia City Hall, Columbia City, Indiana.

Roll call

The following people were present: Greg Hockemeyer (member), April Frazier (member),
Jennifer Romano (member), Connie Boggs (member), Becky Walter (member), Doug Egolf
(member), Mike Thomas (member), and Chip Hill (staff).

Approval of minutes from the last meetings

Connie Boggs moved to approve the April 1, 2025, meeting minutes as presented, seconded by
Becky Walter, and approved by voice vote.

Open issues
e SPARK:

o April Frazier noted the distribution of the registration forms and inquired about
accessing the Indiana Arts Commission grant proceeds for the project.

o The daily schedule may run from 8:00 am to 11:00.

o The group noted the availability of free lunch at Mary Raber School as a possible
stop before the participants return home.

o Artists’ Studio Tour:

o April Frazier unveiled the Line Street banner for the event. The banner will be in
place from August 4 - 5 and September 2 — 8. Chip Hill took possession and will
get the banner to the City Street Department.

o Jennifer Romano will work on developing flyers for the event.

o Becky Walter suggested having a site for a collection of high school artists.

o Mike Thomas will look into musicians for the event and ascertain how much of a
stipend will be required. All members agreed that some type of musician stipend
would be appropriate.

e Calendar:

o Jennifer Romano distributed the 2025 calendars to members and noted the bulk of
them will be available to the public at Bones Theater in conjunction with the
Commission’s video promotion.

o She also noted that she plans to start on the 2026 calendar soon so that it can be
available well before the end of 2025.

e Bones Theater: April Frazier noted that the video is being shown and that she will deliver
the calendars to the venue.

e WJHS: Nothing new.

e Public Art: The Commissioners want to focus on using applied graphics like decals on
public infrastructure. Chip Hill will identify possible locations and dimensions.



Chess Club: Becky Walter is going to try to coordinate the project with the Center for
Whitley County Youth and is still seeking volunteer chess mentors.

Holiday Events: Becky Walter has a call into the owners of the old Baptist Church as a
potential venue.

V. Other business

The Old Settlers organization wants to partner with the Commission on a children’s
coloring contest during the annual festival. The membership agreed to proceed with the
partnership. Jennifer Romano will coordinate with the WC Historical Museum as the
drop-off point. The members anticipate breaking the competition into three age
categories.

Jennifer Romano suggested the creation of a city “art supply pantry.” The concept is
would involve having basic art supplies available to the public at an accessible cupboard
— perhaps in the lobby of City Hall. The supplies could be gently used or purchased.The
group authorized Ms. Romano to proceed.

April Frazier reported on her continuing efforts with WCCS Teacher Taylor Starkey on a
high school exhibition program.

Becky Walter reported that the WC Arts Partnership Youtheatre may have up to 70
participants.

VI. Adjournment
Becky Walter moved to adjourn, seconded by April Frazier, and passed by voice vote at 5:43

p.m.
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