BOARD OF WORKS
TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2025
5:00 PM

Mayor Ryan Daniel — Present

Clerk Treasurer Rosie Coyle — Present
Attorney Marcia McNagny — Present
Daniel Weigold — Present

Lisa Smith — Absent

The Columbia City Board of Works met in regular session with all members
except Lisa Smith present. Mayor Daniel called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

MINUTES Mayor Daniel found one correction under department reports under
Tom’s report. He advised it should say air pack testing instead of air back testing.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the March 11, 2025, meeting minutes
with the noted change. Dan Weigold seconded the motion, motion passed
unanimously.

WES DAVISON — CiBo RISTORANTE — 223 W. VAN BUREN SIDEWALK
SEATING Wes Davison was present to talk about additional seating on the
sidewalk outside of his restaurant at 223 W. Van Buren Street. He reviewed
pictures showing measurements and table placement with the Board.

Mayor Daniel noted a question presented was if CiBo would be responsible for
accidents around the tables when being occupied. Wes Davison advised he
absolutely would take responsibility. He shared that he had a meeting with Excise
and was pretty positive that alcoholic beverages were only going to be allowed to
be served in front of his building.

Chief Parrett advised he did not have any concerns and felt like there should be
plenty of room with cars parked up to the curb there. Wes Davison advised he
would be 2 feet back from the brick and still allows for the 4 feet of passage for
pedestrians, wheelchairs or anything like that.

Dan Weigold shared a concern for when Old Settlers is in town and all the cables
that run along the streets and sidewalks. Wes Davison advised he would not have
the tables out during Old Settlers. Mayor Daniel questioned Niki with Columbia
City Connect if she saw any issue with having the tables out during First Friday’s.
Nikki felt it would be fine to have the tables set up and would like that. Dan
Weigold mentioned that people may use the tables without ordering anything from
the restaurant. He stated with all the food trucks, people are always looking for
somewhere to sit. Wes Davison advised he would not have an issue with that for
the outside seating.

Tom LaRue stated, as a little bit of caution by the Board of Works, that there have
been several vehicles run into buildings in the downtown area over the last year.
He advised people would have zero protection out there and suggested maybe
putting a barrier in place. Mayor Daniel felt in some ways it begs the question
with what JoAnn was asking, which is where does the liability sit. Attorney
McNagny advised that would be on them. Mayor Daniel confirmed that the City
would not necessarily be liable by allowing them to sit on the sidewalk. Attorney
McNagny suggested it could be called an attractive nuisance or something like
that. Rosie Coyle noted it was their sidewalk, and we do not do that with Pickles.
Attorney McNagny suggested JoAnn may want to be listed as an additional
insured on Wes’s insurance so that she is protected in the event she gets sued
because of the tables in front of her building. Wes Davison stated that he could do
that. Attorney McNagny advised she could reach out to other attorneys who have
this in their communities to see what they are doing in terms of liability. She
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noted that a lot of them are doing what Chief LaRue mentioned and putting up
barriers of some sort.

Mayor Daniel advised he was willing to give it a shot. He stated he did not
disagree with what Chief LaRue was saying about having a barrier out there but
also felt like it was a risk that we take in some ways when out in public, meaning
that we could just be walking down the sidewalk and a car jumps the curb and we
get hit. He shared he was willing to give it a chance, maybe throughout the
summer months or throughout this year and see how it goes. He suggested if it is
going well, then we can make it a longer-term thing. Wes Davison advised he was
totally good with whatever chance he had.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the sidewalk seating plan for CiBo
Ristorante from March 25th through December 31st and if everything goes well,
have Wes either submit a letter or come back to the Board of Works informing the
Board of that and request an extension. Dan Weigold seconded the motion,
motion passed unanimously.

STREET CLOSING REQUEST: FIRST FRIDAY’S FOR 2025 Niki Keister
was present to request the street closures as usual for First Fridays. She explained
it would include the alley behind Pickles, Line Street to Main Street and then
Market Street. She reported there would be an additional one in June. She
explained the additional one in June is to have their Wheels of Whitley County
Car Show again this year. She shared that they have been given approval to park
cars on the courthouse lawn, but if it is wet, they do not want to do that and ruin
the lawn so are requesting parking along Market Street like they do for the
Farmers Market and then the half block on South Chauncey. Mayor Daniel
confirmed that would be to the side of The Center. Niki advised that was correct.
Mayor Daniel questioned if there was a residence there. Chief Parrett advised
there was one south of The Center. Mayor Daniel questioned if the barricade
would be placed North of the alley. Niki did not believe they were going to
include the alley.

Mayor Daniel noted that Chief Parrett brought up a good point in that the
Courthouse does not close until 4:30 p.m., so when it is requested to close the
streets at 4:30, just know there may need to be a little wiggle room because of
when the Courthouse closes. Niki was aware as they have dealt with it in the past.
Chief Parrett shared that 4:30 works out most times but he does get calls from the
Courthouse about the 4:30 closing if a court day runs over or something and
causes a little bit of a problem for the people still there.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the First Fridays for 2025 as presented.
Dan Weigold seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Daniel explained the next street closing request was for the car show and
would include South Chauncey Street from Market to the alley behind the old
Bowen Center, as well as the parking spaces on the North side of Market Street
between Main and Chauncey. He mentioned, going back to the County closing at
4:30, if they end up parking in those spots, there may be some cross traffic issues
for a short period of time. Niki Keister questioned if there would be a better time.
She advised the cars would not be coming in until 5:00 p.m. Mayor Daniel just
wanted everyone to be aware that with the parking on South side of the
Courthouse, they may have to bump to 5:00 just to make sure County employees
are out before car show cars come in.

Chief Parrett asked Niki if they could meet to find a better way for the vendors to
come in. Niki advised that would be great.

Mayor Daniel shared a question from Chief LaRue about whether the cars would
be in the parking spaces or in the middle of the street. Niki explained when they
held it in front of City Hall, they angle-parked and then had a row down the
middle of the street because that was how they could fit the most cars in. She
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shared she would have to talk to them about the plans for this year. Tom LaRue
confirmed Market Street would be open. Niki advised it would be. Chief LaRue
explained they are required to have a 20-foot fire lane through anything. He noted
they did work together in the past and left it as long as the people who own the
cars stayed there to immediately remove them, if needed, but noted that is
sometimes hard to police.

Mayor Daniel stated as long as they could work with Gary on the route that
vendors come in and as long as they talk to the resident at 208 South Chauncey,
he felt everything would be in good shape.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the street closing permit for the June
First Friday, June 6th from 4:30 to 10:00 p.m. for the half block between Market
Street and South Chauncey Street at the alley and the parking spaces on the South
side of the Courthouse square as presented. Dan Weigold seconded the motion,
motion passed unanimously.

STREET CLOSING REQUEST: QUALITY DIESEL 405 E. CHICAGO
OPEN HOUSE Mayor Daniel thought this was what has been done in the past.
Chief Parrett advised when he talked with them about it, he told them to notify the
residents in the area, which they normally do.

Mayor Daniel concurred with Chief LaRue’s comment, which basically says the
map is not really readable to be able to see where cones or barricades are going.
He noted they have done this in the past so was not really questioning that, he just
wished the map was a little clearer as to what they were actually doing there.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the open house with Quality Diesel at
405 E. Chicago Street as presented. Dan Weigold seconded the motion, motion
passed unanimously.

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT: MISSION 25 — 615 N. OPPORTUNITY
DRIVE Shawn Ellis was present to talk about the encroachment agreement for
615 N. Opportunity Drive regarding a fence. She explained they were putting up a
privacy fence and would like it to go South to the property line, then West, and
then back North. She advised it would encroach into the utility easement and were
requesting permission to do so. She shared that they understand there may be a
time when the fence might have to be torn up and would be at their expense. She
explained the reason for the fence is to have a green space for those that they are
serving to be able to be outside and utilize their nice yard.

Mayor Daniel questioned if there were any utility issues. There were no issues
expressed.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the Encroachment Agreement for 615 N.
Opportunity Drive as presented. Dan Weigold seconded the motion, motion
passed unanimously.

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT: ELI & ELIZABETH SHULTZ — 201 E.
ELLSWORTH ST. Eli Shultz of 201 E. Ellsworth Street was present to discuss
the encroachment agreement for a dumpster.

Mayor Daniel confirmed the dumpster would serve all of the apartments there. Eli
Shultz advised that was correct. Mayor Daniel questioned if there would be some
kind of structure to box in the dumpster. Mr. Shultz explained it would be a c-
shape enclosure but was not sure what material they were using yet.

Mayor Daniel confirmed there were no utility issues there. Mike Shoda thought
we may have a small service line that feeds the house back on the alley.

Mayor Daniel explained to Mr. Shultz that if for some reason there is a utility
issue, we will try to notify him in advance and give him a chance to take it down
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but if it is an emergency, we will take it down and would be at his expense to put
it back up.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the Encroachment Agreement for the
dumpster placement at 201 E. Ellsworth Street as presented. Dan Weigold
seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.

BILLS Dan Weigold made a motion to pay accounts payable vouchers for bills
March 25th in the amount of $409,189.44. Mayor Daniel seconded the motion,
motion passed unanimously.

Dan Weigold made a motion to pay accounts payable vouchers for EFT’s for
March 25th in the amount of $877,021.29. Mayor Daniel seconded the motion,
motion passed unanimously.

Dan Weigold made a motion to pay accounts payable vouchers for meter deposits
for March 25th in the amount of $2,030.14. Mayor Daniel seconded the motion,
motion passed unanimously.

PAYROLL Dan Weigold made a motion to pay accounts payable vouchers for
payroll, March 12th, except overtime, in the amount of $300,038.19 plus overtime
in amount of $5,451.13. Mayor Daniel seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS Gary Parrett — update on hiring process, Officer
Ewing has been released to solo evaluation through his FTO process, Sergeant
Crabtree has been awarded as 2024 Drug Recognition Expert by the State of
Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, filed for victims assistance affidavit with the
Whitley County Prosecutors Office for two tires that were damaged in a pursuit so
we can get restitution for those, tornado sirens are still being assessed to find out
what the issues are.

Mayor Daniel postponed additional department reports until the Council meeting.

WATER TOWER MAINTENANCE Mike Shoda presented a new contract
with Leary Construction for tower preventative maintenance on the three water
towers. He explained the work that has been done to each tower to date. Rosie
Coyle advised she reviewed the contract with Mike.

Mayor Daniel made a motion to approve the water tank maintenance quote for
Leary Construction Company for the 600 East water tank for $31,362.00, the
North Reddick Avenue Water Tower for $23,860.00 and the South Towerview
Drive water tower for $22,346.00 per year. Dan Weigold seconded the motion,
motion passed unanimously.

Having no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Daniel called the
meeting adjourned.

Mayor Ryan Daniel
Attest:

Clerk Treasurer Rosie Coyle
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