Columbia City Arts Commission Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2025

I. Call to order

Commission Chair Romano called to order the regular meeting of the Columbia City Arts
Commission (CCAC) at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 1, 2025, in the Common Council Chambers
of Columbia City Hall, Columbia City, Indiana.

II. Roll call

The following people were present: Greg Hockemeyer (member), April Frazier (member),
Jennifer Romano (member), Connie Boggs (member), Becky Walter (member), Doug Egolf
(member), Chip Hill (staff), and Laura McDermott (public). Mike Thomas (member) was absent.

III. Approval of minutes from the last meetings

April Frazier moved to approve the March 4, 2025, meeting minutes as presented, seconded by
Becky Walter, and approved by voice vote.

IV. Open issues
o Artists’ Studio Tour:

o April Frazier noted that the site flags are completed, and she is making
arrangements to pick them up

o Greg Hockemeyer reported the venue at 202 N Chauncey would be available to
host musicians during the event. (Owner Retta Yoder even offered her list of
musicians if the Commission cannot make other arrangements.)

e Calendar:

o Jennifer Romano said they are at the printer (46 Graphics) and will soon be
available for distribution, including making copies available at Bones Theater.

o April Frazier noted that she has posted images of the calendar on social media.

e Bones Theater: April Frazier noted that she is playing phone tag with her contact.

e JWJHS: Jennifer Romano noted that the spots are already running, emphasizing seeking
volunteers.

e Public Art:

o Chip Hill noted that Whitley County, rather than Columbia City, would have to
approve an art installation on the bridge near Blue Bell. He will seek that
approval, understanding that the arts commission, rather than the county, will
select the artist.

o Greg Hockemeyer shared Mike Thomas’ suggestion that we should leave the
subject matter up to the artists' proposals, rather than dictate a theme.

o Doug Egolf shared additional ideas for possible locations and subjects. Becky
Walter noted that the SR 9/Radio Road area would be a prime location. Jennifer
Romano will investigate the cost and practicality of the project.

e Chess Club: Becky Walter asked to purchase 10 chess sets. Greg Hockemeyer moved to
authorize the expenditure of $200, seconded by April Frazier, and passed by voice vote.

e Holiday Events: Tabled.



V. Other business

e Jennifer Romano offered information regarding the Indiana Semiquincentennial
Commission’s local activities, like a traveling mural; about the Historical Museum’s Fall
event and the need for help in curating works no later than July 15, 2025; and noted the
availability of a limited number of roofing slates to be painted and donated back to the
Museum before July 15, 2025.

e Becky Walter introduced Whitley County Consolidated School’s Superintendent Laura
McDermott to share ideas regarding middle and high school arts events. Dr. McDermott
noted that the Business, Arts, and Communication event just occurred. Further, she
agreed to the concept of art shows previously discussed by the Commission.

e Becky Walter identified an online video recognizing the benefits of the arts for the
elderly.

VI. Adjournment
Greg Hockemeyer moved to adjourn, seconded by Becky Walter, and passed by voice vote at
5:48 p.m.
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