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Columbia City Arts Commission Meeting Minutes
March 4, 2025

Call to order

Commission Vice-Chair Frazier called to order the regular meeting of the Columbia City Arts
Commission (CCAC) at 5:02 p.m. on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, in the Common Council
Chambers of Columbia City Hall, Columbia City, Indiana.

Roll call

The following people were present: Greg Hockemeyer (member), April Frazier (member), Mike
Thomas (member), Connie Boggs (member), Becky Walter (member), Doug Egolf (member),
Chip Hill (staff), and Taylor Starkey (public). Jennifer Romano (member) and Bill Dittlinger
(staff) were absent.

Approval of minutes from the last meetings

Becky Walter moved to approve the February 4, 2025, meeting minutes as presented, seconded
by Greg Hockemeyer, and approved by voice vote.

Open issues

o Artists’ Studio Tour:

o April Frazier noted that the flags have gone into production following changes
prompted by the discussion at the prior meeting. She unsuccessfully attempted to
share an image of the final design.!

o Becky Walter again asked each member to provide her with the name of a new
artist for possible inclusion in the event.

o The members noted that live music would complement the event and identified
the stage at 202 N Chauncey as a possible venue. The group discussed
compensating the musician(s). Mike Thomas will check into the musicians, and
Greg Hockemeyer will contact the venue.

e Calendar: April Frazier reported that the calendars have been finalized and are in the
printing process.

e Bones Theater: April Frazier noted that the Commission spot is being edited and should
soon begin to run at the theater, which has also agreed to distribute the calendars when
available.

e WJHS: Nothing new was reported.

o Public Art: The Commission identified the Blue River bridge on Whitley Street as a
potential canvas for a public art installation. Chip Hill will seek approval from the City to
move forward. The members envision a juried selection process from public submissions
involving a stipend for the selected artist.

e Marshall Building Project: Nothing new was reported.

e Chess Club: Becky Walter has identified a potential mentor for the project and will
contact the Peabody Public Library to confirm details.

! Following the meeting, April provided an image of the final design included in these minutes.



e Holiday Events: The group will consider a Christmas market event on Friday, November
28, following the parade downtown and the following Saturday. Becky Walter will check
with the Van Buren as a possible venue for the creative vendors. Becky Walter still wants
to do a large, downtown New Year's Event but believes it will take more than a few
months to plan.

V. Other business

e Indiana Springs Art Teacher Taylor Starkey shared her hopes to establish an art show for
WCCS middle and high school students as soon as next Spring. She is contacting the high
school instructor and has informed her principal. April Frazier will contact Brady and
Wess Mullett to confirm the Commission’s interest in the project. Becky Walter will
contact the superintendent’s office for the same purpose.

e Mike Thomas shared Columbia City Connect’s plan to have a steamroller artist event on
the First Friday just prior to the Artist’s Studio Tour (Friday, September 5) and shared
images of the type of event envisioned (attached hereto). He also asked the members to
consider regularly providing art-related activities for youth on First Fridays.

VI. Adjournment
Greg Hockemeyer moved to adjourn, seconded by April Frazier, and passed by voice vote at
5:49 p.m.
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