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Columbia City Arts Commission Meeting Minutes
January 7, 2025

Call to order

Commission Chair Romano called to order the regular meeting of the Columbia City Arts
Commission (CCAC) at 5:02 p.m. on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, in the Common Council
Chambers of Columbia City Hall, Columbia City, Indiana.

Roll call

The following people were present: Greg Hockemeyer (member), April Frazier (member), Mike
Thomas (member), Connie Boggs (member), and Jennifer Romano (member). Bill Dittlinger
(staff) and Eliza Romano (public) also attended. Members Becky Walter and Doug Egolf were
absent.

Approval of minutes from the last meetings

Connie Boggs moved to approve the December 3, 2024, meeting minutes as presented, seconded
by Mike Thomas, and approved by voice vote.

Open issues

o Artists’ Studio Tour: April Frazier provided an update on the location flags, noting that
she and the vendor have been tweaking the colors to make the logo pop on a black
background.

e Calendar: Jennifer Romano updated the calendar status, mentioning it should be ready
shortly and that we plan an initial order of around 100.

e Bones Theater and WJHS: April Frazier and Jennifer Romano reported that both partners
have been paid and are working with Commission members on content for the respective
forums. In addition to keeping the message consistent for branding, the group noted that
the content should also seek volunteers.

o Street Art: (Tabled)

e Marshall Building Project: Although Bill Dittlinger said there was nothing new to report,
he reminded members that the project focuses on entrepreneurship.

e Chess Club: (Tabled)

o Vice-Chair: Greg Hockemeyer nominated April Frazier to fulfill the Vice-Chair office
through the end of 2025, seconded by Jennifer Romano. With no other nominations
made, April Frazier was elected by unanimous voice vote.

V. Other business

e The members discussed possible performances and art installations at Eagle Park.

e Bill Dittlinger shared the design for the new Chamber of Commerce Guide and
encouraged the Commissioner to offer information for inclusion. April Frazier
volunteered to reach out to the Chamber’s Jennifer Esterline.

e Jennifer Romano announced that the Whitley County Historical Museum will host an art
exhibition August through September. Mike Thomas and April Frazier offered to assist in
curating the exhibits.



e Mike Thomas reported that Columbia City Connect’s First Friday event on September 5,
2025, will feature an art theme.

e Commission members expressed appreciation to both the Museum and CCC for
coordinating dates and events with the Artists’ Studio Tour on September 6, 2025.

V1. Adjournment
Greg Hockemeyer moved to adjourn, seconded by Jennifer Romano, and passed by voice vote at
5:35 p.m.
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