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Columbia City Arts Commission Meeting Minutes
November 5, 2024

Call to order

Commission Chair Romano called to order the regular meeting of the Columbia City Arts
Commission (CCAC) at 5:01 p.m. on Tuesday, November 5, 2024, in the Common Council
Chambers of Columbia City Hall, Columbia City, Indiana.

Roll call

The following people were present: Greg Hockemeyer (member), Mike Thomas (member), April
Frazier (member), Becky Walter (member), Doug Egolf (member), Connie Boggs (member), and
Jennifer Romano (member). Bill Dittlinger (staff) also attended. Member Becky Walter was
absent.

Approval of minutes from the last meetings

Becky Walter moved to approve the October 1, 2024, meeting minutes as presented, seconded by
April Frazier, and approved by voice vote. Becky Walter moved to approve the October 26,
2024, meeting minutes as presented, seconded by Mike Thomas, and approved by voice vote.

Open issues
e SPARK Project: The tentative dates for the event are June 23 — June 27, 2025.
o Artists’ Studio Tour: The tentative date for the event is September 6, 2025.
e Street Art: The membership discussed locations and concepts such as a dancing area on
the sidewalk, a wrap-around for poles, Blue Bell Bridge, Kenny Wright Park, and
Rawleigh Automotive.
o Volunteer Recruitment: Commissioners noted that marketing efforts like the calendar,
Bones Theater, and WJHS underwriting should offer volunteer information. Bill
Dittlinger agreed to serve as the point of contact for prospective volunteers.
e Year-End Expenditures. Greg Hockemeyer moved, and Becky Walter seconded,
authorizing the following expenditures, all of which passed in separate voice votes:
o Upto $1500 for Artist Studio Tour site flags,
Up to $100 for a replacement canvas tent storage bag,
Up to $1000 for an over-the-street banner announcing the Artist Studio Tour,
Up to 1500 for underwriting on radio station WJHS,
Up to $1500 for a print calendar featuring works of Studio Tour artists, and
o Up to $1400 for advertising with Bones Theater.
e Marshall Building: Bill Dittlinger shared plans to make the kitchen and former cafeteria
space a “creativity hub.” Possibilities include offering a shared commercial kitchen and
classes for creatives in all media to monetize their craft.

e The members consented to online use their respective portraits of other members created
on October 26.
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Other business




e Becky Walter shared the tentative dates of June 9 — 13, 2025 for the Whitley Arts
Partnership Youth Theater Camp.

e New Commissioner Connie Boggs (appointed by Mayor Daniel to fill the unexpired term
of Kay Fleck) introduced herself to the existing membership.

VI. Adjournment

Becky Walter moved to adjourn, seconded by April Frazier, and passed by voice vote at 5:43
p.m.
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