
August 26, 2024 

 

The Columbia City Park Board met in regular session with the following members present: 

Park Board President Keith Nickolson 

Park Board Vice President Mark Ellis 

Park Board Member Kim Varga 

Park Board Member Roger Ferrell 

Park Director Matt Heiden  

 

Not in attendance: 

Park Board Secretary Karen Koday 

 

After reviewing the meeting minutes from July 22, 2024, Mark Ellis made the motion to approve 
the minutes as submitted, and Roger Ferrell second the motion. On the call to vote, all voted aye.  

 

Park Director Matt Heiden opened the meeting by discussing the new pickle ball courts located 
in Eagle Park. Matt provided examples of Churubusco’s and Winona’s Park rules for their pickle 
ball courts and provided our park’s current rules to help finalize the rules for the courts. Matt 
Heiden also asked the board to determine what the procedure should be for reserving the pickle 
ball courts. After much discussion, it was decided that all reservation requests should go through 
the park office. No pricing or time slots were determined at this time. The board did agree that 
there will be a time dedicated to open play on the courts and time slots for those who want to 
play more serious games. The board agreed to have similar rules to Winona’s courts with the 
exception of adding the rule to call the Park Office to reserve the courts and they want to have 
signs made to hang at the courts. Roger Ferrell made the motion to approve the rules and Kim 
Varga second the motion. On the call to vote, all voted aye.  

Matt Heiden brought up the discussion of metal detection in the parks. There were some 
problems with the public pulling out of some metal pins that were in the football field that we 
use to draw lines on the field. Matt made a rule when he became Park Director that there will be 
no metal detecting due to this problem. A metal detective club in Fort Wayne has pushed back on 
this rule. Matt has asked the board to think about whether people should be allowed to metal 
detect in the park. Several ideas were passed around, including maybe designated time slots, 
designated areas, or even specialized papers. The board plans on deciding next meeting after 
having time to reflect on the issue.  



The next meeting will be on September 23, 2024. 

 

These minutes are respectfully submitted by Emilee Button, Administrative Assistant Parks 
Department.  
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