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City of Columbia City

Year in Review
BY MAYOR RYAN DANIEL
As we approach the end of 2022 and look forward to the
beginning of a new year, I would be remiss if I didn’t start
with a “Thank You”. Our community continues to be an
attractive and welcoming place because of your efforts.
You, the citizens and businesses of Columbia City,
consistently give of your time, talents, and treasures
towards making Columbia City better today than it was
yesterday; for that, I am enormously grateful. 2022 has
been a year of improvement and growth.
From the
improvements of
Westgate to the
addition of the
Veterans Monument at
Patriotic Park, and the
new free Public WiFi
and infrastructure
enhancements, we’ve
continued to invest in
our city. It has also
been a year of waiting.
Continued on Page 2
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BY MAYOR RYAN DANIEL

I say this because for much of the year we have been
waiting on word from the state and federal
governments on numerous grants. Because of the
limited supply of many different materials (pipes,
transformers, etc.), we have been waiting for
shipments. We have also waited for businesses to
open and houses to be constructed. As you may know,
I’m a bit impatient at times and so this year has been
one where I have had to learn a great deal of
patience. Yet, these times of waiting expectantly have
certainly paid off. This year alone, we secured over
$600,000 for Phase 1a of Eagle Park (the former CCHS
site on Whitley Street) and over $1.8 Million dollars
for the extension of the Blue River Trail to the new
High School site. Numerous businesses have opened
their doors. Many houses have also been constructed
throughout our city. The Philosopher Jean-Jaques
Rousseau once noted that “Patience is bitter, but its
fruit is sweet"; how right he is. Columbia City has
been recognized as a leader in Northeast Indiana
because we, as a community, have worked side-byside with patient diligence and steadfast commitment
to success.
In the new year, as we have in the past, we will
continue working to make our community a more
hospitable, attractive, and vibrant place for residents
and visitors alike. I wish you all Happy Holidays and a
very Merry Christmas. May your New Years bring
refreshment, enjoyment, and happiness.
Until Next Time….
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Sense of Place
BY CHIP HILL, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
‘Sense of place’ is a bond or attachment you experience with a
location or environment in your home, work or city. Examples of
‘sense of place’ include a favorite chair in your home or the Old
Settlers' Day festival in our community. Our goal in Community
Development and the City is to provide you with a ‘sense of place’
when you are not at home.

"We strive to
provide
amenities that
help you engage
with your
community and
give this
beautiful city a
'sense of place'. "

Do you have a sense of place where you feel comfort in Columbia
City? Is it a sofa in a coffee shop? A booth at your favorite
restaurant? Perhaps you feel it at one of the parks or a bench
along one of the trails? We are always striving to make Columbia
City a more ‘livable’ city. We want you to feel that ‘sense of place’
when you are downtown sitting and relaxing in Thomas Marshall
Plaza or enjoying the mural in Ohki Alley.
How do we get the residents that do not have a ‘sense of place’ in
the city to find one? What could the City do to help? Our goal is
for every resident to feel a deep sense of belonging, and we value
your ideas on how to achieve this goal If you have a positive
thought or innovative idea to engage the community and promote
a ‘sense of place’, we would love to hear from you. We strive to
provide amenities that help you engage with your community and
give this beautiful city a 'sense of place'.
chill@columbiacity.net 260-248-5114
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ELECTIONS: BEHIND THE SCENES
BY ASHLEY BUCKLES, MAYOR'S EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Even though Jessica Hockemeyer is often behind the scenes of
Whitley County’s elections, her role as our county’s Voter
Registration/Election Supervisor is vital to ensuring our residents
have a smooth voting experience. She grew up in Whitley County
and continues to give back to our community in an important way.

Jessica graduated from Columbia City High School in 1997 and has
been married to her husband, Chris, for 20 years. She enjoys
traveling, watching football, and spending time with Chris and her
daughter, Kylah. In 2005, Jessica started in the Whitley County
Clerk’s office and has grown to love the election. She admits the
job can be stressful at times, but she enjoys assisting voters in
any way possible. Despite election days occurring only 2 days a
year, Jessica’s job is full-time. It takes months of preparation for
early voting, election day, and to complete post-election duties.
Misinformation can make Jessica’s job challenging and she always
encourages voters to call her office with any questions. Easing
voters minds regarding how our elections are run helps to spread
correct information in Whitley County.
If you have voting questions, you can call Jessica at the County
Clerk’s office at (260) 248-3164. You can also go to
Indianavoters.com to register to vote, verify/update your
registration, find your polling location, see the candidates on your
ballot, and request to vote by mail or other ways.
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Exciting Park News
BY MARK GREEN, PARKS SUPERINTENDENT
There has been a lot of exciting news surrounding the Columbia
City Park Department over the past few weeks. In October, we
learned that we would receive a grant from the Indiana DNR Land
and Water Conservation for our first phase of work at Eagle Park.
This first phase of work will include sidewalks, an in-ground
concrete skate park, a three-bay trellis swing set, and four new
pickleball courts. We are thrilled to be able to start this
construction next year. It is our hope to have the work completed
by next October.
The Parks and Recreation Department is ready to open Eagle Ice
Rink on December 2nd. The synthetic ice rink will be open until
February 26th with the following hours:
Fridays 3:00pm-7:00pm
Saturdays 1:00pm-7:00pm
Sundays 1:00pm-5:00pm
CLOSED on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
Christmas Break hours (December 27-January 6):
Monday-Friday 11:00am-7:00pm
Saturdays 1:00pm-7:00pm
Sundays 1:00-5:00pm
The rink is located at Eagle Park next to the aquatics center, which
is also the location of the old Columbia City High School. For
questions about the synthetic ice rink call 260.248.5180. The cost
of using the rink is $5/person, which includes the rental of ice
skates.
The annual Father/Daughter Dance will be coming up on February
10th and 11th. Tickets for the event will be going on sale in the
Morsches Park office in January. The cost for a ticket is $25.00,
and the event will once again be held at the Whitley County 4-H
Center. We will be selling a total of 800 tickets; they usually sell
out quickly.
Online baseball and softball registration for 2023 will begin on
January 30. Registration in our park office, which is located in
Morsches Park, will begin on February 14. If you have questions
regarding summer baseball and softball, please visit our park
website at www.columbiacityparks.us.
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The Invisible Killer
BY TOM LARUE, FIRE CHIEF

Have you heard of the invisible killer? It is odorless and colorless. It kills more than 400
Americans a year and it can be fatal if too much is inhaled. Its name is carbon
monoxide (CO) and knowing how to combat it could save your life. Buy and install a CO
Detector and change your furnace filters regularly. We get a lot of calls each year
because people forget to change their furnace filters and the furnace overheats due to
airflow restrictions. Filters are cheap and having good airflow through your furnace can
even extend your furnace's life! Call 911 if your CO Detector or your Smoke Alarms go
off.
Visit https://bit.ly/3u9JoJL for more information on carbon monoxide.

Save Yourself Costly Repairs
BY MIKE SHODA, WATER SUPERINTENDENT

As the winter of 2022 quickly approaches, temperatures will soon begin to fall below
freezing. For homeowners, this is a critical time to maintain your home plumbing.
Frozen pipes that break can cost a citizen hundreds of dollars in repair costs and even
more money in water leaks. What can a homeowner do? Insulate. Not only will it save
you money on potential repairs, but will also give you peace of mind. You can also
insulate your water heater with a special water heater blanket sold at most hardware
stores. It is smart to insulate pipes coming from the water heater as well. The hot water
will stay hot longer, and you will not have to let your water run nearly as long to warm
it up. Sometimes it may be necessary to let your sink drip through the night if we have
extremely cold weather. A few cents of water running can also save a call to your local
repairman. While we all hope this is an easy winter, we have to prepare like it will not
be. Spending a few dollars this fall, can save you big money down the road.
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