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Creating a Connection
By Mayor Ryan Daniel

As many of you know, I recently had the honor
and pleasure of performing in the musical
“Newsies”, which was presented by the Whitley
Arts Partnership. I am still in awe of the cast and
crew's talent, kindness, and devotion to their
craft. Outside of a brief appearance in the CCHS
Musical “West Side Story” a few years ago, it had
been since college when I last experienced
theater culture. It was so fulfilling and an
absolute pleasure to spend quality time with all
the actors and actresses, many of whom I’ve
watched grow up. Every person, whether cast or
crew, were united with the focus of putting out a
product that made the audience “feel
something”. And isn’t that what is at the core of
our community?

Disconnection from the community can easily
occur in our age of social media friends and
virtual experiences. Yet, the future of our
city’s economic health depends on us
ensuring that in a special way, every person
that steps foot in our city experiences
something
P h o t ospecial.
Credit:Brent Buckles

It isn’t a secret that residents and visitors
make a deep and lasting connection with our
city when they are fully included as a part of
the community; they "feel something".
Whether it's our local businesses or local
government, service providers or non-profits,
every part of our community is working
towards customers experiencing something
special. It could be selling a new home or a
sandwich, or maybe it is pulling weeds or
mentoring school kids; no matter the
method, creating this connection is the
underlying goal of what we do. Many of you
may have landed here because of that special
experience or emotional connection.

After the last song was performed on
Saturday night, I led our team of performing
adult males to start the litany of bows to
come. The heat of the stage lights, the smell
of the wooden set pieces, and the roaring
applause of the audience certainly made me
feel something deep in my soul. There I stood
on a beautiful stage, in a brand new high
school, performing in a community theater
that most cities our size don’t have. It was
blatantly clear that our community and our
residents strongly embrace the arts. How
blessed am I? How blessed are we? Thank you
for all you do to show our own brand of
"Hoosier Hospitality" to the world.

Crafting a NEWBrew
By Mike Cook | WPCF Superintendent

One Singapore company has taken a spin on craft beer
by using recycled water in their process when making
their product. A company in Singapore called Brewerkz
uses NEWater, Singapore’s brand of drinking water

In a previous article titled "Wastewater Recycling", I
wrote about recycling wastewater and sea water into
safe
drinking
water.
There
are
around
326,000,000,000,000,000,000 (Million Trillion)
gallons of water that can be found on our planet and
this water is in a constant “water cycle”:
evaporation/transpiration, condensation, precipitation
and collection. Despite this large amount of water,
some places are in search of a sustainable, safe water
supply for use in their daily lives and for consumption.
There are several countries, such as Singapore,
Stockholm and Calgary, that are taking a new
approach to water used for their manufacturing
processes. I am sure most people have heard of “craft
beers” - go into just about any restaurant and there
will be several to choose from.

recycled from sewage. Brewerkz created NEWBrew, an
alcoholic blond ale beverage in collaboration with
Singapore’s national water agency and PUB. It was first
shown at a water conference in 2018. PUB says the new
brew is part of an effort to educate Singaporeans of the
importance of water quality and recycling. It seems that
there is much more research and implementation of
recycled water that can be done to reuse and preserve our
water supply for the future.

Sources: Microsoft Edge/BING, Newyorkpost.com,
Bloomberg.com and Theguardian.com

Leaf Pickup Begins
By Kelly Cearbaugh | Street & Sewer Superintendent
The Columbia City Street Department is announcing
that their annual leaf pickup will begin on Monday,
October 24, 2022. The crews will be following the same
routes as last year. The Street Department has two (2)
leaf vacuums. The city will be divided in half, down Main
Street, with one machine and a crew on each half
working at the same time. This leaf pickup is curbside
only. Our vacuum equipment will not fit in the alleys.
This is “one pass only” per week for seven weeks. The
Street Department asks that you have your leaves raked
and ready before the Monday of each week. Please rake
leaves up to the curb, not into the street. Leaves in the
street cause many problems because they plug storm
sewers. This pickup is specifically for leaves, so please
do not put limbs on the leaf piles. (Limb pick up will be
done for the year after the week of October 3rd.)
If possible, try not to have cars parked in front of the
leaf piles, as it hinders our ability to pick them up.
Leaves will not be raked from behind parked cars due to
time restraints, so the crews can get through the city
each week.
Remember, these same leaves will be ground into mulch
next spring, which will be available for residents to get
for free. Thank you for helping us make this year’s leaf
pick up a success.

heating and cooling usage. Consider
an ENERGY-STAR certified window as a
replacement.

GET YOUR EXISTING WINDOWS
WINTER-READY

Hang curtains or drapes to help
preserve heat. The thicker the curtain,
the more insulation it provides. The
Department of Energy estimates that
when drawn closed during the cold
winter months, most conventional
draperies can reduce heat loss by up
to 10%. Get a window insulation kit;
they can save up to 15%.

ENERGY SAVING TIPS
By Shawn Lickey | Electric Superintendent
Searching for some winter energy-saving tips?
You’re smart to think ahead. Living in a multiseason climate, there’s plenty to love about fall.
But just a few weeks beyond all of that fall foliage
and crisp autumn air, the cold winter months are
looming — along with some not-so-enjoyable
elements. Here are a few tips to reduce energy
costs during our cold Columbia City winters.

UPGRADE YOUR WINDOWS

Windows are the one of the most critical drivers
of a home’s energy efficiency (or lack thereof).
According to the Department of Energy, heat
escaping and coming in through windows is
responsible for up to 30% of residential

AMP UP YOUR ATTIC INSULATION
Anything under R-38 could be
considered under-insulated. Check
with local building supply suppliers or
insulation installation companies for
details.

SERVICE YOUR HVAC SYSTEM
REGULARLY

Experts recommend tuning up the
furnace at least once a year, ideally
before the heating season begins.

INSULATE YOUR WATER HEATER

Your water heater accounts for up to
18% of your electric bill, even more on
older units. An insulation jacket can
reduce heat loss by 25-40%.

Did You Know?
On May 24, 2022 the Common Council

with a steering wheel as opposed to handle

passed an ordinance that allows certain

bars." You can find information regarding

utility task vehicles on City streets. The

this ordinance and all other ordinances at

ordinance defines a UTV as "a small 2-6

https://columbiacity.net/government/colu

person, four-wheel, off-road vehicle

mbia-city/ordinance-and-forms/.

A LIFELONG SERVANT: LARISSA TAYLOR
BY ASHLEY BUCKLES | MAYOR'S EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

After speaking with Larissa Taylor for just a few
minutes, it is obvious that she is driven, playful,
and inspirational. She has accomplished so much
in her life, but she is just getting started. Larissa
serves our community as our local Veterans
Service Officer. She also manages the Army
National Guard’s social media page, is
Commander at AMVETS Post 2919 in South
Whitley, and is nearing completion of a Business
Management degree. She credits her grandpa and
mother for her drive, which she developed early
in life. At the age of ninety-four, her grandpa is a
Silver Star and Purple Heart recipient and he is
also Larissa’s role model. He inspired her to
enlist in the Army at the young age of seventeen.
After high school, she spent 8 years between the
Army Reserve and Army National Guard, where
she served some active-duty time. “The Army
matched my drive and pushed me to meet my
goals. It allowed me to help people,” Larissa
shared. Her passion for not only senior veterans,
but veterans of all ages is apparent. Larissa works
diligently to spread the word about benefits for
Veterans, whether they are twenty-five or ninetyfour years old. “Many veterans do not realize
they qualify for benefits," Larissa shared, "and
my goal is to help as many of
them as possible.” Her
willingness to meet Veterans
at their homes or to answer
phone calls after hours
shows her passion to help
others. She networks with
local politicians to spread
the word about the Veterans
Service Office but realizes
there are still veterans in our
community that she has not
reached. To learn more
about benefits for veterans,
Larissa can be called at
(260) 248-3189, texted at
(260)
248-0481,
or
contacted through email at
ltaylor@whitleygov.com. Her
office is located at 220 W
Van Buren Street, Suite 201.

ADA Transition Plan
BY BETH IGNEY | HUMAN RESOURCE DIRECTOR

You might have noticed the continued
work on our city streets that involve
new or revamped curb cuts. This work
is being done in order for the city to
meet the Americans With Disabilities
Act (ADA) guidelines. With this federal
law in place, we continue to update and
add these curb cuts as indicated in our
ADA Transition Plan. We depend on our
citizens to let us know where there
might be barriers for those citizens
with disabilities, both physical and
non-physical.
You can find the ADA Transition Plan,
ADA updates, and the ADA map on our
website at columbiacity.net under the
“Government” link and then under
“Ordinance and Forms”. The map
shows the areas where the curb cuts
have been completed and where future
curb cuts will be done. The "ADA
Updates" link also indicates the areas
where the Street Department will be
working to make our streets
accessible. You will also find a
Complaint Form that can be used if
needed.
The City is committed to ensuring that
community involvement and outreach
is done in a respectful and inclusive
manner that will allow for diverse
involvement. Public meetings,
programs, and activities will provide
equitable opportunities for
participating. City Council meetings
are open to the public. All public
meetings are held in locations
accessible to individuals with
disabilities. Upon request, assistance
and translation services may be made
available to individuals in need of such
services. Please contact Beth Igney,
ADA/Title VI Coordinator as soon as
possible, but no later than 48 business
hours before the scheduled meeting at
(260) 248-5109.

PUBLIC SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT
BY GARY PARRETT | POLICE CHIEF

As summer slows down and fall activities pick up, the Columbia City Police
Department would like to bring to your attention some safety concerns that
occur during this time of the year.
One of our residents' favorite activities in fall is trick-or-treating. During
trick-or-treating people enjoy wearing costumes, masks, and disguises; often
clothing is darker than in the summertime, too. To make trick-or-treating
safer, take a photo of your child before heading outside, give your child
reflective clothing or a light (glow sticks work wonderfully and are fun!),
and have your child memorize or carry your phone number and address just
in case you are separated. Also, remind your child not to share personal
information with anyone except a law enforcement officer or a firefighter.
Another favorite past time in the fall is recreational fires. When starting
fires, refrain from using gasoline or other dangerous ignition substances.
Keep an eye on your children; they are curious and sometimes don’t
understand the dangers of fires. If you enjoy alcoholic beverages while
attending a recreational fire, remember that drinking and driving never
mix. If you plan to enjoy alcoholic beverages, plan ahead and have a sober
driver. Please read Ordinance 94.071 at columbiacity.net for more
information about open burning.
Lastly, fall brings in holiday shopping - one of the most cheerful times of the
year. While getting in and out of your car, remember to be aware of your
surroundings. Don't let cell phones distract you from what's around you,
Hide your valuables that you leave in your car and do not leave your kids in
the car alone. As always, if you see suspicious or concerning behavior
report the activity to the Police Department.
All of us at the Columbia City Police Department wish everyone a safe end
to your summer and beginning of fall.

