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“Life is a storm that will test 
you unceasingly. Don’t wait 

for calm waters that may 
not arrive. Derive purpose 

from resilience. Learn to sail 
the raging sea.” 

-Unknown 

Columbia City 

A Year of Opportunity 
By Mayor Ryan Daniel 

The City was recently approached by a homebuilder who wanted to build 
multiple types of housing developments in and around our City. As I do with 
most businesses who want to locate to the City, I asked him, “Why did you 
choose Columbia City?” This question helps me gauge what factors brought 
them to decide that this was the place they wanted to be. His answer was 
significant, although not surprising: “Three Reasons: Schools, Schools, and 
Schools.” He went on to explain that because of the investment that our 
Community has put into its school system over the last decade or more, 
growth was clearly happening here, and they want to build in a growing 
community.  

This story is not isolated, however. For multiple years, I have heard a similar 
refrain from businesses and developers who are consistently choosing 
Columbia City because we have the elements of “Small Town USA”, while also 
providing a growing workforce, top notch schools, and easy connectivity to 
“big city” amenities. Make no mistake, our community has lots of people 
wanting to make their home here. As I look forward to the upcoming year, I 
am excited about the opportunities that abound. I will detail more of these in 
my State of the City Address on March 5th (available on Facebook Live and on 
the City Website). The point of this article, however, is that we – collectively – 
have positioned ourselves well to not only grow but to thrive in the future. 
We’ve weathered the COVID-19 storm. We’ve competed in the global 
marketplace. We’ve banded together to help those in need. The stage is set 
for Columbia City to be a leader throughout the State of Indiana. We are truly 
Building a Future together and thanks to the efforts of so many of you, the 
Future is filled with Opportunity!  

Until Next Time… 

 
 

3/17/21 – St. Patrick’s Day 

3/5/21 – State of the City Address (Noon) Facebook Live 

4/2/21 – Good Friday (City Hall Closed)  

4/4/21 – Easter 

5/6/20 – National Day of Prayer  

5/9/21 – Mother’s Day 

5/31/21 – Memorial Day  (City Hall Closed) 
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Citizen in the Spotlight 
Jenny Reffitt 

By Theresa Green, Executive Assitant  

Jenny Reffitt is a name many may know already. Jenny is a local business owner and 
entrepreneur. She owns the popular tanning salon, Sun Kiss Tanning that is located at 107 
Diplomat Drive. She also has recently grown her business even more by adding a little 
boutique inside of the salon as well! Before Jenny started her business ventures, she served 
proudly in the military as a military police officer until she sustained an injury while on 
duty. She then found her home in Columbia City, Indiana in 2004. One may also recognize 
her as a member of the Columbia City Common Council. However, no matter how hectic 
life gets, she makes it a point to make time to volunteer by helping Whitley County 
Consolidated Schools and Junior Achievement. Jenny’s three active boys: Billy III (aka 
Joey) age 10, Lincoln age 7, and Zane age 5, also keep her very busy as well. When she 
does take a break from her business, her city business, and keeping up with her boys, she 
enjoys vacationing in Spain or Costa Rica. Her favorite pallet of food is Vietnamese. Her 
absolute favorite hobby is exercising. A quote Jenny lives by is “Work hard, and play even 
harder”. 

Back To Basics 
By Mike Cook, WPCF Superintendent 

 

The term “wastewater treatment” also known as “sewage treatment” may be confusing. Nature has the amazing 
ability to treat small amounts of water waste and pollutants, but it would be overwhelmed if we didn’t treat the 
billions of gallons of wastewater produced every day nationally before releasing it back to the environment. 
Treatment facilities reduce the higher amounts of pollutants in the water to levels easier for nature to handle. 
Stormwater runoff from roads, parking lots, and rooftops can harm rivers, lakes, and streams. Some people believe 
that the rain that runs down our streets during a storm is fairly clean, when in fact it is not. If wastewater is not 
treated properly, the impacts on the environment and human health will be negative. The impacts can include harm 
to fish and wildlife populations, oxygen depletion, beach closures, and other restrictions on recreational waters and 
drinking water. Some of the pollutants found in wastewater and the harmful effects they have on the ecosystems 
and human health are: 
• Decaying organic matter and debris can use up the Dissolved Oxygen in a lake so fish and other aquatic life 
cannot survive. 
• Excessive nutrients such as Phosphorus and Nitrogen (including Ammonia) will cause over fertilization to 
receiving waters and are toxic to aquatic organisms, promoting excessive plant growth and reduced oxygen levels. 
• Chlorine compounds and Inorganic Chloramines are toxic to aquatic life. 
• Bacteria, viruses and pathogens can pollute beaches and cause restrictions on human recreation and drinking 
water and fish consumption. 
• Metals such as Mercury, Lead, Cadmium, Chromium, and Arsenic can have acute and chronic toxic effects 
on species. 
• Pharmaceuticals and personal care products in wastewater effluents also pose threats to human health, 
aquatic life and wildlife. 
The major aim of wastewater treatment is to remove as much of the suspended solids as possible before discharging 
the water back to the environment. “Primary Treatment” removes around 60 percent of the solids from wastewater. 
“Secondary treatment” removes around 90 percent of suspended solids. Then some type of mixing is done to get 
oxygen back into the water.  

Wastewater treatment is a matter of caring for our environment and for our own health. There is a lot of good 
reasons why keeping our water clean is such an important priority. 



 

 

 

 

 
  

1st Mondays of Each Month, 7pm 
WC Government Center 

Columbia City Plan Commission 
 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 5pm 
City Hall – Council Chambers 

Board of Works and Safety 
 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6pm 
City Hall – Council Chambers 

City Council Meetings 
 

2nd Tuesday of Each Month, Noon 
City Hall – Council Chambers 

CC Redevelopment Commission 
 

3rd Monday of Each Month, 6pm 
City Hall – Council Chambers 

Columbia City Park Board 
 

3rd Tuesday of Each Month, 5pm 
City Hall – Council Chambers 

Columbia City Housing Authority 
 

Proper notice will be given for any 
changes to meeting dates and times 

Coming Soon: Census Results 
By Theresa Green, Executive Assistant 

I am sure that many of you are aware that  
2020 was a census year for the United  
States. The Consitution dictates that a 
census be done every ten years to keep an 
accurate count of US citizens and where they live. The main purpose is so 
Congressional districts can be redrawn to ensure each state is allocated the 
appropriate amount of Congressional seats out of the 435 available seats in 
the US House of Representatives. Obviously, a state would want to gain a 
seat rather than lose one to increase their representation in Congress. 
Currently, Indiana is allocated 9 Congresspeople. In the 2000 census, Indiana 
lost their 10th Congresssional district. Estimates currently show Indiana 
maintaining 9 congressional seats for the next decade.  

Now let’s talk about what the census means for Columbia City. I am 
sure a lot of you can recall our Mayor reminding citizens to fill out their 
census. It is important! According to the US Census Bureau, Columbia 
City’s population is estimated to be 9,116. This is not the official count, but 
rather an estimate prior to the official count. The size of a city’s common 
council is partially determined by population, the other mitigating factor is 
what size the municipality would like it to be as long as the municipality 
meets the population requirements. Common Councils, generally, can be as 
small as 3 members and as large as 7 members (Columbia City’s Council  

Betcha’ didn’t know… 

• The founder of KFC is actually from Indiana, not Kentucky! 
• Everyone's favorite cartoon cat, Garfield, found his first home in 

Indiana. His creator, Jim Davis, was actually from Marion, IN. 
• The first Indiana State Fair was held in 1852. 
• The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis is the world’s largest 

children’s museum. 
• Indiana has an estimated 187,000 dairy cows. 

 

Follow the  
City of Columbia City  
on Facebook or 
Twitter!  

has 5 members). If Columbia City’s population increases to 10,000, there is the potential to add 2 more members 
to the Council. Also, a lot of businesses won’t even consider doing business in a community with a population 
less than 10,000. Columbia City is getting close to that 10,000 mark! So who knows what new businesses 
Columbia City could potentially attract! Grants can also be determined based on a city’s population. As citizens, 
we want as much of our tax dollars to stay in our community as possible.  

These are just some of the major reasons why it is so critical that each household properly fill out their census. So 
when will we get the census data back? Like most other things the pandemic has slowed down the census process. 
According to Speaker of the Indiana House Todd Huston, it will be delayed for a significant amount of time and 
will most likely extend this year’s session. State legislators must finish the redistricting, or a special session will 
have to be held. 

Stay tuned for 2020 Census results! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://dnms.derbyschools.com/news/what_s_new/facebook___twitter&psig=AOvVaw0tuqmqQTw5ood1av0uf97u&ust=1573240539544000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiG-_Pn2OUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS


2020 Limb Pickup Program 
By Kelly Cearbaugh, Street/Sewer Superintendent  

                                                           
The City of Columbia City would like to announce that our limb pickup program will begin soon. This program has 
been initiated as a means to dispose of limbs and branches from storm-related events and small pruning projects. 
Dates for 2021 are as follows: April 5th, May 3rd, June 7th, July 6th, August 2nd, September 7th, October 4th 

Program Guidelines 
• Limbs are to be placed along the curb in front of your property.  Do not place in the roadway. 
• Curbside pickup only! We do not pick up in alleys. 
• The limb pickup program is limited to City limits only.  There will be one pass only in an area.  Please have 

your limbs out and ready for pickup by 7:00 A.M. on the dates listed above so you will not be missed.  The 
City reserves the right to refuse pickup for those properties it considers not fitting within the guidelines of 
the program. 

 
Acceptable: 
• Piles that do not exceed a pickup truck size load 
• Limbs and branches up to 4” in diameter 
• Bushes (without roots) 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding the acceptability of  
your materials, please contact Kelly Cearbaugh, Street  
Superintendent, at 248-5131 or 248-5115 ext. 2721 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC Parks Update 
By Mark Green, Parks and Recreation Director 

 

This summer, the Parks Department is planning on having our summer baseball and softball season for kids.  With 
the help and guidance from our County Health Department, there will be some safety precautions in place.  
Registration started online the week of January 25th.  REGISTRATION IS ONLINE ONLY, with the exception of 
March 6th.  On March 6th, the office will be open for people to register in person from 9am-2pm.  More 
information can be found on our website at www.columbiacityparks.us, or you can call the park office at 248-
5180. 
The Russel and Evelyn Fahl Aquatics Center is planning on opening on May 29th (Memorial Day weekend).  Open 
swimming would be from noon-7pm every day and the price of admissions will be $5/person.  If you are 
interested in becoming a life guard, participating in summer swimming lessons, or being on the summer swim 
team, please contact the Pool Office at 248-5182, or Vangi Garcia at egarcia@columbiacity.net .  

The annual Father/Daughter Dance has been moved to a new date.  This year we have pushed back the date of 
the dance to August 6th and 7th.  Tickets can be purchased in the park office starting in July.   
We have a new playground!!  The playground at Patriotic Park has been replace with a new red, white and blue 
playground full of climbing features for your kids.  Patriotic Park is located near the water tower on Redick Avenue 
on the City’s Northwest side.   We hope you enjoy the new playground! 

Currently, we are in the middle of construction at Morsches Park.  We are having the bathrooms/concessions 
stand renovated into a building that will be all new restrooms.  This will give us many more restrooms for the 
public to use during the events that take place in the park.  The concessions stand will be replaced with a new 
concessions trailer that can be moved based on where events are taking place.    

Not Acceptable: 
• Piles are not to exceed a pickup truck size load 
• Brush from fence-row clearing 
• Whole trees, logs and limbs cut by contractor or 

homeowner 
• Branches left from contractor-provided tree removal 
• Bushes with roots attached 
• Grass clippings, leaves and garden debris  
• No alley pickup 


